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to establish a gene therapy branch in the BCM Cancer Center. The main focus will be the use of retroviral vectors for gene transfer into hematopoietic progenitor cells to achieve permanent

expression of therapeutic genes in patients with inherited disorders of hematopoietic cell function. We will be working closely with the Cystic Fibrosis Gene Therapy Consortium led by Dr. Carol
Bell, who has already established their comprehensive gene therapy efforts for patients with cystic fibrosis, because of their expertly coordinated program management and evaluation efforts.
BCM is ideally suited for a program of this type due to its high level of research, technology, and clinical support to patients. Additional support for the establishment of a BCM Cancer Center
Gene Therapy Program can be expected from the Center in the form of skilled personnel, specialized facilities, and support for research and patient care. The main impact of this grant will be

the development of clinical trials and the training of new investigators to pursue translation of gene therapy from bench to bedside. The BCM Cancer Center Gene Therapy Program will
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